Coordinating Conjunctions
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Punctuate Coordinating Conjunctions Correctly

Pattern 1: Connecting Two Main Clauses
When you connect two main clauses with a coordinating conjunction, use a comma. The pattern looks like this:
· (Main Clause), + coordinating conjunction + (Main Clause).
Example: While I am at work, my dog Floyd sleeps on the bed, and my cat Buster naps in the bathtub.

Pattern 2: Connecting Two Phrases
You can also use a coordinating conjunction to connect any two phrases. These items can be any grammatical unit except main clauses. The pattern looks like this:
· (Phrase) + coordinating conjunction + (Phrase).
Examples:
· My dog Floyd has too many fleas and too much hair.
· My cat Buster has beautiful blue eyes but a destructive personality.
Pattern 3: Connecting Three Or More Items In A Series
When you have three or more items in a series, you can choose to use a comma before the coordinating conjunction. The pattern looks like this:
· (Item), (Item), + coordinating conjunction + (Item).
Example: Swatting olives off the kitchen counter, dragging toilet paper streamers through the house, and terrorizing Jacques Cousteau, the parakeet, has consumed another of Buster's days.

You can begin a sentence with a coordinating conjunction. However, some teachers might advise against it, but this is because they are trying to help you avoid writing fragments. What you should remember is that you break no grammar rule if you begin a sentence with a coordinating conjunction. 

If you decide to begin a sentence with a coordinating conjunction, keep these three things in mind:
· Be sure that a main clause follows the coordinating conjunction. 

· Do not use a coordinating conjunction to begin every sentence. Use this option only when it makes the flow of your ideas more effective. 

· Do not use a comma after the coordinating conjunction. Coordinating conjunctions are not transitional expressions like “for example” or “first of all.” You will rarely use punctuation after them. 
Example: While I was answering the telephone, Buster, my cat, jumped onto the kitchen counter and swatted all of my jalapeño-stuffed olives onto the dirty kitchen floor. So I had to rinse off the cat hair and crumbs sticking to these delicacies before I could add them to the salad.
Example: Flying down the bumpy path, Genette hit a rock with the front wheel of her mountain bike, flew over the handlebars, and crashed into a clump of prickly palmetto bushes. Yet even this accident would not deter her from completing the race.
Only when an interrupter immediately follows the coordinating conjunction do you need to use commas. 
Example: We hoped that decorating the top of Christine's cupcake with a dead grasshopper would freak her out. But, to our amazement, she just popped the whole thing in her mouth, chewed, and swallowed.
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Examples:

· I drove to June’s house and ate a sandwich for lunch. = (verb) + and + (verb)
· Neither Ed nor his wife bothered to RSVP to the party. = (noun) + nor + (noun)
· She decorated the cake quickly and precisely. = (adverb) + and + (adverb) 
· Arthur wasn’t being rude or inconsiderate. = (adjective) + or + (adjective)
· She offered me the money but I didn’t take it. = (verb) + but + (verb)
Combining Independent Clauses with Coordinating Conjunctions

There are two punctuation patterns used to connect independent clauses with Coordinating Conjunctions (CC):

1) For short sentences, it is not necessary to use a comma before the coordinating conjunction: (Independent Clause) + CC + (Independent Clause)
2) Use a comma before the coordinating conjunction in longer sentences: (Independent Clause), + CC + (Independent Clause)
· In addition to AND, BUT, OR and NOR, you can use SO, FOR and YET to connect independent clauses; however, a comma almost always precedes SO, FOR and YET when connecting independent clauses.
Example: Gail was late to the meeting, yet she was still able to get the advertising account.
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