Adjective Clauses









 
An adjective clause comes after a noun to describe it. There are two types of adjective clauses.

Identifying Adjective Clause (is necessary to identify the noun and has NO commas)


Example: The girl who lives on the third floor owns three cats.

If you’re using an unidentified noun – the girl, the man, the dog, the picture, etc. – an identifying adjective clause is necessary to define your subject, the noun. For example, if I didn’t mention “… who lives on the third floor …” you wouldn’t know which girl I was talking about.

Non-identifying Adjective Clause (is NOT necessary to identify the noun and has commas)


Example: Samantha, who lives on the third floor, owns three cats.

If you’re using an identified noun – Samantha, Pedro, Sarah’s dog Riley, Picasso's Guernica, etc. – a non-identifying adjective clause simply offers more description and information about your subject. If you do not include and adjective clause with an identified noun, the subject and 

THAT vs. WHICH: “That” can only be used with identifying adjective clauses because it can NOT be used with commas.
